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‘This invention relates to an improved transfer
mechanism for moving the batteries of busses and
the like into and from a receiving compartment
therefor, and has for its general object to provide
a mechanism of this nature which largely elimi-
nates the manual labor heretofore associated with
the handling of the heavy cases customarily em-
ployed as the source of reserve electrical energy
for busses, frucks and the like demanding com-
paratively large capacity.

More specifically, it is a particular object of the
present invention to devise a transfer mechanism
including a severalty of control arms so associ-
ated with an improved vehicle mounting for the
battery as to permit the battery to be swung
into and from the comfpa,rtment confaining this
mounting.

It is a still further and important object to
provide a mechanism capable of being subjected
to a . torsional wind-up in consequence of the
movement of the swinging arms into either of its
two extremes of movement, and which thereafter
permits this spring energy to be used in starting
. the arms with their sustained load of the battery
case.through a return swing.

A yet further object is to provide rugged means
of the nature and for the purpose described which
is simple and inexpensive to construct, which may
be readily installed within the body or upon the
frame of a bus or other vehicle, and which is
particularly advantageous in that it permits the
battery, under normal running conditions, to be
situated in an out-of-the-way position while yet
permitting the batiery to be moved with ease
and dispatch into a position readily accessible for
‘replacement or service. _

- -Other objects and advantages of my invention
will be in part obvious and will in part appear
from a consideration of the following description
and appended claims, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing, forming a part hereof.

In said drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating a bat-
- fery-transfer mechanism for moving a battery
into and from a receiving compartment therefor
_and constructed in accordance with the preferred
embodlment of the present invention, the hattery
‘itself being shown by dotted lines and parts of the
vehicle frame to which the stationary frame of
" 'the invention is attached being shown fragmen-
tanly
"~ Fig. 2 isa fragmentary perspecbwe view.to a
reduced ‘scale showing the side of a bus body to
which the 1nvent10n is applied, and representing

] the battery as havmg Jheen swung by said transfer .

mechamsm into an: exposed servicing pOSlthl’l
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Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of the transfer
mechanism shown in Fig. 1 but modified as to
position, full lines in this view indicating the
parts .at the mid-point of their travel into and
from . a baftery-receiving compartment, and
dotted lines being employed to show such parts in
the same positions in which they are shown by
full lines in Fig. 1. The parts are viewed from
‘the vantage point shown by lines 3—3 of Fig. 4.
Tt may be here mentioned that there is included
in the mechanism a fetiter-like frame which sur-
rounds the battery in the manner of a shackle,
and which is composed of two complementing
and detachably interconnected straps each having
a U-shape when viewed in plan. Broken lines in
this view portray the forward half of this shackle
disconnected from .the other or rear half and
as having been moved infto an inoperative posi~-
tion allowing ready insertion of the baftery to or
removal of the battery from the transfer mech—
anism.

Fig. 4 is a transverse vertical section on line
'4—4 of Fig. 3.

Fig. 5 is a detail fragmentary side elevational
view portraying one of the torsion rods used in
the present invention, and showing the same as
it appears when the battery has been moved by
the transfer mechanism to a point midway be-
tween its two extremes of swinging travel; and

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 excepting that
‘the rod is here shown in a condition of torsional
wind-up, and which occurs upon movement of the
transfer mechanism to either extreme of its
swinging travel.

Referring to the embodiment of the invention
shown in the drawings, the reference numeral (0
indicates, in general, a substantially immovable
battery-sustaining frame which is firmly attached
to a suitable support, the said support compris-
ing, say, the body of a bus or other automotive
vehicle. The body is indicated as including in
its framework a channel member (3 and a stringer
member 14, and a bracket Il and props 12 are
shown as means for rigidly securing the battery-
sustaining frame to this framework. It is self-
evident that the invention is in no sense limited
in its usage to a vehicle, nor in fact must the
‘object supported be a battery.

The frame 10 is of a rectangular form generally
conforming in its plan dimensions to the shape
of the object to which it is applied, this object,
as shown in the drawing, being a battery 15.. In
making up the frame, angle-iron structural mem-
bers are by preference employed along the back
‘and the two sides while a length of strap iron, ap~
plied flat, is carried across the front. Welding is
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employed to integrate the members, and the ar-
rangement of the angle-irons is such that a hori-~
zontal web 16¢ of each structural piece is placed
to underlie and form a rest for the battery. 'Irhe
strap iron is placed in a plane coinciding w;th
that of the horizontal webs, while the upstanding
elements {6 of the angle members embrace the
two sides and the back of the battery along the
vottom part of the latter. ,
The reference numeral 1T indicates, in general,
3, movable frame particularly constructed and ar-
ranged to shackle or embrace the batiery case
near the top thereof, for holding the case when
it is moved from position fo position in the man-
“ner more fully explained hereinafter. Describ-
ing this movable frame in greater detail and re-
ferring in particular to Fig. 1, the same is com-
posed principally of two U-shaped rmember§ mafie
up from channel-iron stock and extending, in
each instance, across an end and g portion of 1}he
two sides of the battery. If . will be seen by In-
spection of Fig. 1 that each of the members, de-
noted 18 and {9, possesses an extending connefzt-
ing piece designated 20 and 21, respectively, which
are so arranged as to constitute a coupling at
each side of the movable frame by which to de-
tachably connect the members {8 and 19 together.
These  members, more especially, may be drawn
together .as tightly as is necessary or desirable
for securely gripping the battery. In the particu-
lar form of the invention illustrated, the connect-
Jing member 20 is provided with a reversely pent
portion, and which is arranged to abut against
an outwardly bent finger 23 of the connecting
member 21, and the two pieces aredrawn together
by the nut and bolt assembly designated 24.
It should be particularly noted that the chan-
nel-shaped members 18 and {9 of the movable

frame {71 are so positioned relative to the battery

i5 that the web of the channel lies cufermost,
and this brings the edges of the flanged portions
of the channeled members into contact with.the
battery. This improves the gripping action of the
- frame 17 sinece:the edges of the members. {8 and

{9 are comparatively sharp. When inserting or

removing a battery, the: couplings are discon-
‘nected and the member-19 dropped into the posi-
tion in which it is shown by dotted lines in Fig. 3.
The reference numerals 25, 25, 28 and 27 desig-
nate arms of a parallel linkage swingably sup-
porting: the movable frame 17 from the fixed
frame 10, and these swingable connecting links
are pivotally attached at each end to the frame
1T and to the frame 18, respectively. - In making

this attachment, pivot pins, as 22, are applied /

to- the top and bottom of the fcrwardly placed
arms.25 -and 25’, and also to the upper ends of
the rearwardly placed arms 28 and 27, but the
pivots for the lower ends of the latter are in the
nature of torsion rods, hereinafter to be described,
~extending the full width of the frame §8. These
rearwardly placed arms, for the purpose which
~will also be hereinafter made apparent, are longi-
tudinally offset, and which is.to say that one arm
~lies-in- eloser proximity to the rear end of the
. frame than the other said arm, without, however,
disturbing their parallelism. . .
.- ‘Reference numerals 31 and 32 indicate the tor-
sion rods, and these-rods extend transversely
-across the frame §0-with the rod 31 being asso-
-ciated. with the swingable member-26 and the
. rod-32-being associated with the swingable mem-
© ‘ber 21. .The torsion rods are each supported by
.2 respective, pair. of transversely. aligned plates
‘which -depend’ as fixed adjuncts from the sta-
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tionary frame I8 and in the instance of the rod
32 these paired plates are indicated by 39 and 44.
Only one of the other two plates, and which I
designate 35, is visible in the principal views of
the drawing. Each of the rods 31 and 32 extends
through aligned openings in its pair of plates
and as a consequence-.is simply and effestively
held in place, but is permitted to rotate with re-
spect to the plates and to the frame 10..

Each of the rods 31 and 32 possesses a generally
upwardly extending reversely bent or hooked end,
and this end I denote by 33 for the rod 32. The
upwardly hooked end of the rod 31 is not shown
in Fig. 1 of the drawings but is similar in strue-
ture to such end 23, being placed, however, to
occupy a position at the opposite side of the
frame. These upwardly hooked ends extend, in
the manner clearly shown in Fig. 4, into a mating
opening in a plate 34 which overlies and is made
an integral part of the related swinging arm 26
or 27, as the case may be. : '

The other end of ‘each’ of the torsién rods.2i

~and 32 is also hooked or curved but in the oppo-

site direction to the aforedescribed hook or bend,
hence being turned downwardly, and such down-
wardly extending hooked ends, denoted 48 and
41, project into a cubt-out portion of the adjacent
depending -plate supporting the rod. Thus for
the rod 32, the hooked ‘end & extends into a
cut-out portion £3.of the plate 39, and the hooked
end 48 of ‘the rod 31 extends into an identical
cut-out portion in the plate 35 Indicated at 45
.and 48 for each said cut-out are set-screws which
permit the travel span of the downwardly hooked
ends of the torsion rods to be adjusted. These
set-screws can be dispensed with if desired inas-
much as the proper travel span can be readily
arrived at through experiment and the cut-out

- sized accordingly.

The operation of the invention will be now
described. Let it be presupposed that the battery
{3 has heen inserted in. its carrying frame (7. As
pointed: out hereinbefore, this may be easily ac-
complished by removing the nutted bolts 24 to
disengage the members 18’and 18; and thus allow-
ing ‘the Jlatter to be dropped into- the position
shown by dotted lines in Fig;-3. The battery
can be then slid onto the fisor elements 164 of
the frame 10, and frame pieces 18 and 19 again
reassembled and secured: upon the battery walls.
With the battery thus held within the frame 17
and resting on the fixed frame 0, the various
parts of the apparatus assume the positions shown
In Fig.1. The swingable members or links 25, 25,
26 and 27 are inclined rearwardly, that is, in the
general direction of the bracket 1 and are so
constructed and arranged that when,thus posi-
tioned the bottom of the battery 15 rests upon
the floor of the frame (8. :

When the battery is in this position; the tor-
sion rods 3{ and 32 will have been twisted (see
Fig. 6) and therefore are in. a state of stress.
Taking the torsion rod :32 as a specific example
for purposes of descriptien; it will be noted that
when- the battery 5 is ‘in the position just: de-
scribed, the end 33.of the torsion rod 32 will' have
been forced to move ‘with- the movable arm: 21,

‘since. it is attached thereto. : However, the other

end 41 -of the rod 82 is restrained from free move-
ment since it -will have contacted the stop-screw -
45 in course of its swing travel. The size of the
cutout- portion. in- the -plate .39, into  which the
end 41 of the rod 32 extends, is carefully. deter-
mined so that movement of thé.end 41 is inter-

- rupted a predeteérmined- distance before the.arm

75

27 reaches thie end of its course of:travel. . There-
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fore when the arm’ 21 has completed its course
of travel to position the battery 1% as shown in
Pig. 1, it will- have subjecteéd the torsion rod 32
to a torsional wind-up. "It will be understood that
the torsion rod 31 also will have been simultane-
ously twisted in a corresponding degree. The con-
sequence of this’ twisting is that the battery will
have been cushioned at the end limit of its travel
into the battery compartment. A latch mecha-
nism ‘comprising -a bolt 50 and an . operating
handle 51 locks ‘the battery W1th1n the com-
partment

“In view of the foregoing dlscussmn of theaction
of ‘the torsion rods 31 and 32, it will be readily
appreciated that it is now possible for the torsion
rods -to -assist in the movement of the battery 15
from its position shown in Fig. 1 to that shown
in Pig. 2. In order to so move the battery, it is
only. necessary that the door 48 be opened and
thé latch -disengaged from the frame I171.  The
suppressed spring load of the torsion rods will
now assert ifself and start the battery moving
outwardly. It is necessary only that a very slight
degree of manual labor be exerted to pull the
spring-started battery over the hump, so to speak,
and the torsion rods thereupon again take over
to brake the batiery as the latter moves into
the exposed position shown in Fig. 2. It is to be
understood that the torsion rods straighten out
in the approach of the arms to upright or neutral
position, and to be more exact, this occurs when
the two curved ends of each rod become coplanar.
Thereafter the downwardly curved ends 40 and
4{ of each of the torsion rods will be free to move
within its respective cutout portion until it again
becomes. interrupted by engagément with the
stop—screw -of the cut-out. During this interim
movement of the downwardly curved ends of the
torsion rods, the torsion rods.neither resist nor
further the movement of the connecting. links
and therefore of the battery I5. However, when
said downwardly curved ends of the torsion rods
again contact the stop-screws, the torsion rods
are again twisted as the battery settles into the
position shown in Fig. 2. Naturally such twist-
ing of the torsion rods subjects them to stress
and since they resist being stressed, the move-~
ment of the battery into its final position is
opposed. @

To reiterate, twisting of the torsion rods in the
manner described serves a double purpose. It
makes the descent of the battery into its new
position more easy and smooth, thus lessening
jarring contact between the battery and frame
10; and it also loads the torsion rods so that they
are adapted to assist in the return of the battery
to its former position. In view of the foregoing,
it will be easily understood that the present
retaining. apparatus permits the hattery to be
moved with ease and without jarring contact at
the end limits of travel from a recessed or out-of-
the-way position, such as the one shown in Fig.
1, to an extended or accessible position, such as
the one shown in Fig. 2, or vice versa.

While I have described my invention chiefly
in connection with the embodiment thereof illus-
trated in the drawings, it will be understood that
suitable variations and changes may be made.
Por instance, the particular vehicle -chassis or
body, together with the door and latching mecha-
nism illustrated, is not necessarily the only instal-
lation with which the present retaining device is
adapted for use. Accordingly, suitable attaching
and supporting members may be devised by one
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skilled in the art in order to install the present

retaining device in the particular machine or
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6
apparatus with which it is intended to be used.
PFuithermore, details of the present structure may
be changed and still eome within the scope of the
present invention. In particular, the details of
the  ‘battery-gripping members and movable
frame T may be altered in a suitable way so as
to permit -insertion of the battery while never-

-theless “providing - for firm retention thereof.

However, the relatively simple means of accom-
plishinig these ends which I have preferred to use
has proved quite satisfactory.
" Having illustrated and described my invention
and having explained the principles thereof, it
will be understood, nevertheless, that within the
scope of the appended claims, the invention may
be practised otherwise than specifically illus-
trated and described. Furthermore, the phrase-
ology-or terminology-employed herein is for pur-
poses of description and not of limitation; for it
is not intended to limit the invention beyond the
requirements of the prior art.
‘What I elaim, is: )

~1. The combination with a platform arranged
to sustain an object at two longitudinally spaced
positions thereon, a carriage provided with means
for ‘detachably gripping the object and swingably
mounted for reciprocal movement along an arcu-
ate travel path the two extremes of which bring
the gripped object into said platform-sustained
positions, and means including a torsion spring
operatively interconnected with the carriage and
functionally inactive through the early stages of
the carriage’s movement in both directions of
reciprocal travel while being subjected to a tor-~
sional wind-up yieldingly restraining the car-
riage against continued travel as the carriage
nears-either extreme of its reciprocal movement,

the torsion spring being comprised of a torsion
rod extending parallel to the swing axis of the

carriage and operatively interconnected one end
to the carriage and the other end to the platform,

one of said connections being a fixed connection

and the other said connectmn being a lost-motlon
cohnection.

- 2."The combination with a platform arranged
10 sustain an-object thereon, a carriage provided
with means: for- detachably gripping the object,
a system of parallel links pivoted by one end to
the platform and by the other end to the carriage
and supporting the carriage for swinging move~
ment through an arcuate path of travel one
extreme of which brings the object to rest upon
the platform, and a torsion rod placed co-axial to
the swing axis of one of said links and operatively
interconnected one end to the carriage and the
other end to the platform, one of said connections
being a fixed connection and the other said con-
nection being a lost-motion connection with the
lost-motion- occurring through the intermediate
stage of the carriage’s swing-~travel.

3. The combination with a platform arranged
to sustain an object thereon, a carriage provided
with means for detachably gripping the object,
a system of parallel links pivoted by one end to
the platform and by the other end to the carriage

-and supporting the carriage for swinging move-
ment through an arcuate path of travel one

extreme of which brings the object to rest upon
the platform, and a torsion rod placed co-axial to
the swing axis of one of said links and operatively
interconnected one end to the carriage and the
other end to the platform, one of said connections
being a lost-motion connection with the lost
motion occurring through the intermediate stage

of the carriage’s swing travel.
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« =4, 'The combination with aplatform arranged

- to.sustain ‘a batiery case: thereon; a . carriage
formed from complementary frame sections each
of ufsshaped plan configuration detachably con-
nected one.'to the other and arranged when
assembled to lié in opposing' relation and clamp
over opposite -ends of the battery case; parallel
links applied:in sets of two, one: set for one.of
said: fraine sections and the other set for the
other frame section pivoted by one end of each
to the platform. and by -the: other end to the
related frame section; the frame sections serving
when asseémbled in secured relation upon the case
to . support’ the -case: for swinging movement,
through an arcuate path of travel one extreme of
which brings the case to rest upon the platform,
and a -torsion rod placed co-axial to the swing
axis of one of said links and operatively inter-
connected ‘one end to the link and the other end
to the platform, one of said connections: being a
fixed connecticn and thé othér said connection
being a lost-motion connection with the lost
motion cccurring through the intermediate stage
of .the carriage’s swing travel.

5. The combination with a platform arranged
to. sustain a batiery case thereon, a carriage
formed from complementary frame sections each
of .U-shaped plan. configuration detachably con-
nected one to the. other and arranged when
assembled to lie in opposing relation and clamp
over opposite ends of the battery case, parallel
links. applied in sets of two, one set for .one-of
said: frame sections and the other set for the
other: frafe section pivoted by one end of each
to:the: platform and by the other end to the
velated frame section, the frame sections serving
when assembled in secured relation upon the case
to support. the case for swinging . movement
thHrough an arcuate path ‘cf travel one extreme
of -which’ brings the case to rest upon the plat-
form, -and & torfsion rod placed -co-axial to the
swing axis of one of said links and provided with
cranked end portions of which one said cranked
end is firmly anchored to the related link and of
which’ the other cranked end has a lost-motion
cohnection comprising an arcuate slot formed in
the’ platform: to-lie concentric to the torsion rod
and into which said cranked end extends.
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6. The combination with a platform arranged
to sustain- a battery . case thereon, a carriage
formed from complementary frame sections each
of U-shaped plan configuration detachably con-=
nected one -to’ the other and-arranged when
assembled to lie in opposing relation and clamp
over opposite ends of the battery case, parallel
links applied in sets of two, one set for one of said
frame sections and the other set for the other
frame section pivoted by one end of each to the
platiorm and by the other end to the related
frame section, the frame-sections serving when
assembled .in secursd: relation upon the case to
support the case for swinging movement through
an arcuate path of travel one extreme of which
brings the case to rest upon the platform, and
respective ‘torsion rods ‘placed co-axial to the
swing axis of the two links of .one of said sets
and each provided with cranked end portions of
which one said cranked end has a lost-motion
connection with the platform, the lost motion
occurring throusgh: the intermediate stage of the
carriage’s swing travel, the two links to which
said torsion rods are related being longitudinally
offset from oneé another.

HENDRICK E. SIMI.
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